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CLAIMS 



We claim: 



10 



A computer related method for funding a state government 
procurement systelb comprising the acts of: 

a. \providirag an internet-based procurement system by a services provider 
for use by Estate government agency for procurement of goods and services; 

b. providing ^1 Internet portal for use by the state government agency to 
communicate electronically with the internet-based procurement system; and 

c. providing aiAInternet portal for use by a qualified vendor wishing to 
sell goods and/or^erviceV to the state government agency, whereby the vendor 
pays a fee to the services provider for an opportunity to be connected to the 
internet-based procurement|system. 
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2. The method of claim 1 comprising an additional act of providing the 
internet-based procurement system to the state government agency for a 
negotiated price paykble to the services provider wherein the negotiated price is 
designed to provide (Erect cost savings to the state government agency over other 
methods of procuring equivalent goods or services. 



/Jy\3. Them 
'ntemet portal for 



ithod of claim 2 comprising an additional act of providing an 
a customer of the state government agency, whereby the 



customer can exec Lite an electronic transaction, via the internet-based 
procurement system, with the state government agency in exchange for a fee 
payable to the senBces provider. 



4. The method of c}aim 2 wherein the state government agency is able to 



ise the intemet-basecTprocurement system to sell by auction or other methods, 
obsolete or exoestfinventory held by the state government agency to interested 
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^ 3 5. A computer bas 3d method for a state government procurement system 
comprising the acts of: 

lernet-based procurement system by a services provider 
for use by a state government agency for procurement of goods and services, 
where the internet-based procurement system is funded by fees comprising 
payments from participating vendors, payments by investment from the services 
provider, payments by transaction fees collected from users of the internet-based 
procurement system and payments by reduced fees from the state government 
agency; and 

b. providing an Internet portal for use by the state government agency to 
communicate electronically with the internet-based procurement system to 
communicate electronically with vendors for goods or services desired by the 
state government agency. 
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6. The method/of claim 5 comprising an additional act of providing an 
Internet portal for use sy a qualified vendor wishing to sell goods and/or services 
to the state government agency, whereby the vendor pays a fee to the services 
provider for the oppoif unity to be connected to the internet-based procurement 
system. 

7. The method of claim 6 comprising an additional step of providing an 
Internet portal for a Justomer of the state government agency, whereby the 
customer can execute an electronic transaction, via the internet-based 
procurement system! with the state government agency in exchange for a fee 
payable to the services provider. 



30 



8. The method of^laim 6 wherein the state government agency is able to 
use the internet=baSed procurement system to sell by auction or other methods, 
obsol^teor excess inventory held by the state government agency to interested 
^buyers. 
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^ 9. A system for providing Internet-based electronic procurement services 
to a state government agency, Comprising: 

• a computer having? a processor, a memory, a database, and 
communications ionnections to the Internet, the computer provided by 
a services provider; 

• a first server meohanism coupled to the computer for providing 
procurement chqjmels between buyers and sellers of goods and 
services; 

• a second server fnechanism coupled to the first server mechanism for 
communicating with an Internet portal in the state government agency; 
and 

• a third server m ^chanism coupled to the computer for communicating 
with a qualified vendor of goods or services who is willing to pay a fee 
to the services i rovider for the opportunity to deal with the state 
government age icy, the fee providing a basis for reducing the price of 
the procurement system to the state government agency. 



10. A system for irrfclementing a computerized eProcurement system for a 
state government agency, comprising: 
20 a server computer posting an eProcurement system accessible via client 

computers to a plurality off state government agencies who comprise potential 
buyers of goods and/or services, said eProcurement system including a user 
interface (UI) comprisinglcontrols whereby a state government agency user 
selects criteria and a dispflay whereby results are displayed ; 
25 a database of infojmation electronically coupled to the server computer 

concerning goods and services available from a plurality of a qualified vendors of 
goods or services who am willing to pay a fee for the opportunity to deal with the 
state government agencj 

whereby said ePifocurement system is available via the Internet to assist a 
30 state government agencjl buyer in locating a product or service of interest and in 

locating a specific qualified vendor. 
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11. The system of clafm 10 wherein the computerized eProcurement 
system for a state government agency is provided by a services provider for use 
by the state government agency for procurement of goods and services, where the 
computerized eProcurement system is funded by fees comprising payments from 
participating vendors, payments by investment from the services provider, and 
payments by transaction fee i collected from users of the computerized 
eProcurement system. 

12. An internet base 1 method for use in an eProcurement system by a state 
government agency comprising the following acts: 

providing a web sitd having a user interface (UI), wherein the UI includes 
user input and display windpws for use by a state government agency user; 

receiving at the webjsite user inputs indicative of a desired product or 
service; 

determining from aidatabase whether the desired product or service is 
available from a qualified &endor wishing to sell goods and/or services to the state 
government agency, wheipby the vendor pays a fee to a services provider for the 
opportunity to be connecfed to the eProcurement system; and 

providing information regarding the availability of the desired product or 
service to the state government agency user, wherein the cost of the eProcurement 
system is funded by feep comprising payments from participating vendors, 
payments by investment from the services provider, payments by transaction fees 
collected from users off eProcurement system and payments of reduced fees from 
the state government agency. 
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